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Notwithstanding the lack of NON-UNITY there exist as well lack of clarity 
in the first invention: 

Present claims 10 and 11 relate to a nucleic acid sequence from 
beta-actin and GAPDH defined as viral nucleic acid (see also cla'im 6)., 
The use of this definition in the present context is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT since both 
beta-actin and GAPDH are housekeeping (constitutive) genes which do not 
exist in viruses. The lack of clarity is such as to render a meaningful 
complete search impossible. Consequently, the search has been restricted 
to host nucleic acid sequences from beta-actin and GAPDH. Additionally it 
has to be mentioned that claims 10 and 11 also relate to non-coding 
sequences from beta-actin and GAPDH which seems to be inconsistent since 
both beta-actin and GAPDH are genes which are coding sequences 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



